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Th e Cloudesley Challenge project is our chance to secure the long-term future of Holy Trinity Church. Th e 
aim of the project is to restore the building and make it a focal point for community activity, while ensuring 
it is fi nancially sustainable to run so that future generations can enjoy it as a valuable community resource.

Have your say...

From June to September 2018, Barnsbury Parish and the 
Diocese of London are running consultation activities to 
understand:

•   the importance of Holy Trinity Church to local 
communities; and 

•   local community needs and opportunities for the future 
use of the building. 

A Brief History of Holy Trinity Church

Designed by the architect, Sir Charles 
Barry, and built between 1826 and 1829, 
Holy Trinity is recognised nationally for 
its Neo-Gothic design, for its “soaring 
ceilings and striking interior”. Th e same 
architectural style can be seen in Barry’s
most famous building, the Houses of 
Parliament. 

Holy Trinity was a district church 
until the 1850s, but the congregation 
gradually dwindled over time and it was 
formally closed in 1979. In 1980 it was 
leased but fell into disrepair and the 
associated health and safety risks led to the 
Diocese of London ending the tenancy 
in November 2017.

In 2018 the Diocese of London began the 
Cloudesley Challenge Project to design, 
together with the local community, a new 
future for this special building. 

Over the summer we are engaging with local residents, 
councillors, churches, schools, businesses, historical 
societies and potential project partners to ask - what does the 
building mean to you? and - what community need could it 
meet?

Activities include focus groups, tours of the building, 
newsletters and open meetings. Come and join us and have 
your say – we want to hear your ideas!

Holy Trinity Church in the 1850s

Th e building today

....and if you have a few minutes to spare, complete our online survey at  https://bit.ly/2Ocuf5d



Share your photos and stories!

As part of the project we are fi nding out more about the 
history of this special building, and in the future hope to have an 
exhibition. If you have any images – photos, drawings – or stories 
about Holy Trinity that you would like to share, please contact: 

          ppsinfo@london.anglican.org
Our privacy policies can be accessed here: 

https://www.london.anglican.org/kb/data-protection/

It is very early days for the Cloudesley Challenge Project...

Th e timeline below shows the diff erent stages of a typical building project from design to completion. Th e Cloudesley 
Challenge is currently at the very fi rst stage - ‘Strategic Defi nition’ – which is about defi ning aims and objectives for the 
project, getting an initial idea of costs and identifying funding sources. 

Activities already underway...

Th e grounds of the church have been tidied 
up - rubbish has been removed and major tree 
maintenance work has been carried out.

Applications are being made to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, Historic England and other 
major charitable trusts to raise funds for the 
project. Th e application processes can take 
time because there are multiple rounds of 
submissions.

Discussions have been held with potential 
project partners to explore leasing them part of 
the building. For example, a leading UK youth 
charity, Th e YMCA, is carrying out a feasibility 
study. 

Where to fi nd Holy Trinity Church

Holy Trinity Church,
Cloudesley Square
London, N1 OHT

Wedding at Holy Trinity, 1969                            reproduced courtesy of M. Renton 

Holy Trinity Church


