Article on Gentrification of Cloudesley Road in The Journal, May 5, 1972
(Transcribed by Jenny Tatton)

The Middle Class Colony?
CLOUDESLEY ROAD. Barnsbury, is a road which could easily be picked out as being a typical example of how “middleclass colonisation” has forced the “working classes” to move out of their home.
It has all the hallmarks. Big killings have been made by property companies offering tenants – in some cases – up to
£1,000 to move out and then doing up their houses themselves.
Older tenants can remember the time about ten years ago when they were offered the homes they now live in for a
few hundred pounds. Today, on the open market, they could fetch well over £10,000.
Conversions are going on at the moment which will enable a property speculator to make thousands out of each
individual flat. They have been well publicised in a national paper Sunday supplement on investigations into rising
housing prices.
But, behind the crisis lives a very definite community spirit. The road has its own shops – much frequented by all the
residents – and its own pub. I was told by teacher Simon Watson, who only moved into the road with his wife a year
ago, of one evening when an elderly woman from across the road took the trouble to come over and tell him he had
left the lights of his car on. That’s the type of thing you would think could only happen in a village-type atmosphere,
and it shows you that you cannot dismiss Cloudesley Road as being “socially divisive.”

ENCLAVE
Of course, the main problem is housing. And – at the top of the road – in the form of Danny Doolan’s grocery shop
lies help for the tenants in the South West Islington Tenants Union.

Mr Doolan is the chairman of the tenants’ union, which came into being largely as a result of the Barnsbury Traffic
Management Scheme and the ensuing controversy as to whether it had helped make Barnsbury an enclave for the
rich.

TRUST
The union has barristers and solicitors who act for the tenants if a case needs taking to court.
The road itself is divided between three types of landlord: the owner occupier, the private landlord, and – in case of
the houses on the Liverpool Road side of the road between Cloudesley Place and Cloudesley Square – the Richard
Cloudesley Trust, a charity to aid folk in need of housing which was started in the 16th century when this famous
Barnsbury landowner died.
The other problem people are prone to talking about is, of course, traffic and – while the planners argue whether
Cloudesley Road has “benefitted or dis-benefitted” from the Barnsbury scheme – it’s worth listening to the words of
two mums.
Mrs Ann Gonderham who has two children, one aged two and the other aged six: “It is dangerous for my children. I
can’t let my children play outside in the street. It’s the cars parking. If one’s backing their way out, they come onto
the pavement and get out that way.”
Mrs Doris Comer, a “commuting” mum with a pram who nips down Cloudesley Road to the shops most days, said
there was a need for an extra zebra crossing to help the number of children who live in the street in crossing the
road.
A man dedicated to his work is Woodcarver and Sculptor, Carlos Neophytou, pictured below, who moved into his
shop in Cloudesley Road about 17 years ago. He spends up to 70 hours a week at his job.
In some ways Carlos, who lives in Gresley Road, Upper Holloway, reckons he is lucky as the area he chose to work in
has now become more fashionable and there is more call for his work in the neighbourhood.

Post Script – In Living Memory – April 2019
Carlos’ studio and shop on Cloudesley Road is pictured below. A neighbour of Carlos advised that Carlos died of a
heart attack, but was survived by his wife who continued for a number of years in a state of bereavement before
selling up.

